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0 Hwing received Letters alſo from Birmingham, e, 


dies of another annual Aſſembly; we have read ande — 


blorns: anc I'M ks vegas 


1 THE SEVERAL. 


| WAPTIST CHURC HES 


MEETING AT 


aut ler, Bengeworth, Bourton, beleben, 
. Upton, Worceſter, and Warwick, | 


Brittle-lane, Dudley, Hooknorton, Leominſter, N. 
and Petſbore) being met in 


ASSOCIATION; at 9 N 


May the 25th and 26th,. 1779,  . , 


| Holding the Doctrines of Three equal Perſons in the G 


- of the glorious Godhead ; Eternal and perſonal Electio 

Original Sin; Particular Redemption; Free Juſtification 
by The, Righteouſneſs of Chriſt im ted ; Efficacious 
2 in Regeneration, and the final erſeverance of Ws; 


To the Churches they reſpettively repreſent, fend 


5 urin Salutation. e 
3 8 . ETON 7 


"DEAR BRETHREN! 


1 KE the choſen tribes of old, we * gone "Iv, 

' ſtrength to ſtrength, and have been permitted to ap- 
pear before God in Sion. 

Through divine goodneſs we have attended the ſolemni- 


gered the contents of the ſeveral letters from the rel 
Hurches connected with this Aſſociation; ; and WRile of 
nne But lament the nde ſucceſs that has * at- 


ts 
* 
„ . N J * * 
5 *Þ - — „ »# 92 * Is 88 vo Wm... * 4 { IS. 
* %* 1 Fe 4 
#+ 4 
* 4 | — 
” , as. . 
, 
"+ 
. 
4 
7 0 * 
» * = 
33352 6 * 
1 * 
* 4 * mr . 
1 AS. * 4 
8 nh * * 


1 
* N * 


* 


£ "ETA 


Ads. Aa. tb. — 
— 


1 
— W 0 1 
E Fu #25440 
* * 5 - *4 * b f 
+ * A * 1 
% * , Fa $ e 
. * * * * „ : 's 
- R "5 . : 4 . » ,4 + 
> 2 3 * i ng JH 2 +». 
* * y Wo | f N > , . 
” : it £ . © , "4 * 2 py Ns Ter "TY WY 2 % \ 4 f , 'S - I 
— * 4 1 3 2 * 71 of 
— » $6. as e e 
— — ku uy p oy 2%. ans I" >” l x Y l „ 
* » I o » . " by \ 
Z . 


FT, * 1 23 1 . 
— E—ä— . db — 


r 


. 


| tended the preaching of the goſpel, within che circle of our 


confieftions, we rejoice that the churches are in peace and 
harmony, and ſtatedly enjoy the means of grace. 
We lament the loſs that the world and the church ſuf- 


tain, by the ſudden and unexpected removal of our much 


eſteemed and reſpectable friend and brother, the Reverend 
Dr. Aſh; and while we ſympathize with the church that 
has loſt ſo worthy and amiable a paſtor, we congratulate 
another, over whom God, in his wiſe providence, hath late- 


ly placed * one, May God in his infinite mercy con- 


tinue a ſucceſſion of paſtors after his own heart, and may 

every deſtitute candleſtick be ſupplied with a burning and 

ſhining light. 2 8 | 
With fn ular pleaſure we addreſs another annual epiſtle 


unto you, in order to ſtir up your pure minds by way of 
- remembrance : You have had line upon line, ptecept upon 


precept, one epiſtle after another, for a long ſeries of years, 
which we hope have been ſeriouſly and candidly attended 
to, and this we preſume will not be judged unneceſſary or 
ſuperfluous. | Re” 

- Every method that is taken to diſſeminate divine know- 
ledge, to promote the beſt intereſt of moral and intelligent 
beings, and advance the Redeemer's kingdom, muſt meet 
with the moſt cordial approbation of all that are truly ſeri- 
ous, and ſuſceptible of the noble and refined pleaſures of 
genuine religion. Whatever imperfections may attend the 
peculiar modes adopted by us to obtain theſe important 
ends, will doubtleſs be generouſly overlooked by perſons of 
true candor and unaffected piety. 


We write not from the baſe motive of ſelf applauſe, or 


private intereſt; we require not your attention to matters of 


mere ſpeculation, abſtruſe theories, or party peculiarities 
but to the grand, important, and intereſting truths of the 
chriſtian religion. Our ambition is to be inſtrumental in 
23 your minds, invigorating your graces, and 

egulating the outward deportment, To efe luste theſe 


noble purpoſes, in a ſteady dependance upon a ſuperior 


agency, we pray, ſtudy, and preach, accotding to the diffe- 
refit intelleQual abillties which divine providence hath 
furniſhed us with. Without aſſuming any authority over 
your conſciences, or attempting to infringe upon your 
natural and unalienable rights, we repteſent plainly and 
Vis Our brother Stephens, lately ordained to the paſtoral office over 

the church of Chriſt at Upton upon Severn, faith- 


8 
— 
; 


„ % ( 4 


1 


have made of religion. 


. Others aſſumed the honourable appellation of Chriſtian, but 
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faithfully to you the glorious truths of the chriſtian economy, 
according to our views of them, We defend their authen- 
ticity, difhlay their peculiar excellencies, and point out their 
practical tendency ; we reaſon and expoſtulate with you, 
time after time, concerning the dignity and value of your 
immortal ſouls, the reality and importance of religion, and 
the neceſſity of a moral change, as a previous qualification 
for the enjoyment of heaven and happineſs, We addreſs our- 


. ſelves to you as men; we conſider you as ſubjects of a rational 


addreſs; tho' at the ſame time we are fully convinced of 
the abſolute neceſſity of ſupernatural influence, to render our 
preaching and your hearing eee We make our 
appeal to the heart, to the underſtanding, to the conſcience. 


Our motives are derived from the mercies of God, the com- 
paſſion of the Savior, and the reaſonableneſs and utility of 


religion itſelt. Motives theſe fo ſuitable and excellent, that 
one ſhould think would operate powerfully upon all ingenu- 
ous minds. But what are the conſequences with reſpect to 
you? Are you wiſer, more humble, more holy, and more 
circumſpet? Is the Redeemer more precious in your eſti- 
mation.? Are his commandments your delight, and his 
glory your end and aim? We wiſh you to be eminent and 
judicious Chriſtians, to ſee you exemplity the power and 
reality of religion in your lives and converſations, that by 
diſplaying the ſeveral virtues and graces that compoſe the 


chriſtian character, you may eminently appear to be trees of 


righteouſneſs, richly laden with the genuine fruits of the 
divine ſpirit : That by theſe ſhining evidences others may 
be convinced that religion is not a icience of mere ſpecu- 
lation; that it does not conſiſt in mere form or profeſſion, 
but that it is a glorious reality ; and from ſuch a conviction 
be- conftrained to glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
We write no new commandment unto you, nor wiſh to en- 
cumber you with needleſs ceremonies, or phariſaical auſte- 
rities : You are only reminded of your Lord and Maſter's 
exhortation, Let your light ſhine before men.” As 
chriſtians, you are lights in the moral world, and are re- 
quired in your different ſpheres to hold forth the word of 


life, to diſplay its divine luſtre in a dark world, and diffuſe 


its brightneſs through the circle of your connections. Re- 
flect ſeriouſly and 1 upon the ſolemn profeſſion you 

| ave you not diſtinguiſhed your- 
ſelves from others? You have not only in common with 


have 
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64 
have publickly profeſſed an attachment to Chriſt, the great 
ſounder of the chriſtian religion. Have you not been con- 
vinced that religion is an important reality? Have you not 

perceived its intrinſic beauty and excellence? And have you 
not found it to be a rich ſource of divine conſolation ? If fo, 
you need not be told that a florid profeffion of religion does 
not of itſelf conſtitute the chriſtian character. But ſuch is 
the deceitfulneſs of the human heart, that profeſſors of chriſ- 
tianity need frequently to be reminded of this, that a profeſ- - 
fion of religion, and the poſſeſſion of it, are things widely 
different; and tis no uncommgn thing to ſee the former 
without any connexion with the latter. It is truly melan- 
choly to think how many deceive themſelves in this parti- 
cular. Alas! what ſignifieth the venerable name of Chri/- 
tian, without the temper and diſpoſition of Chrift ? What 
is the form of Godlineſs without the power; the mere ſha- 
dow without the ſubſtance z the appearance without the re- 
ality? We are travelling to a world of realities, where out- 
. Ward appendages and decent ceremonies will be of very little 
conſequence. Men may, indeed, ſatisfy themſelves with 
the mere form of 1 1 and pleaſe themſelves with pomp 
and pageantry for a while, but when they come to find them- 
felves in the near views of death, and the proſpect of an aw- 
ful eternity is before them, they will need ſomething more 
ſubſtantial to ſupport them in that critical hour. | 
The importance of genuine religion appears in a * 
light, when viewed in its connexion with the eternal worl 
of ſpirits. If we have nothing more than the external garb 
of religion, that, like Elijah's mantle, will fall off in the 
pallage betwixt the two worlds, it will drop with the body, 
ut will not riſe with it. None will be permitted to appear 
in diſguiſe before the divine throne. Reflect upon the me- 
lancholy circumſtances in which the fooliſh virgins found 
themſelves, when their profeſſional lamps went out, and at 
a time when they ſtood moſt in need of them. There are 
ſuch damps in the deep and gloomy valley of the ſhadow of 
death, as will extinguiſh every lamp that has not the oil of 
divine grace to — it. Grace in the heart will then ap- 
pear to be the principal thing, however inattentive we may 
be concerning it now. This conſideration renders the ad- 
vice of St. John peculiarly ſeaſonable and important, Look 
to yourſelves; attend with diligence and impartiality to the 
duty of ſelf· examination; a duty this of e 


s 
but perhaps too much neglected by profeſſors of religion in 
the preſent dax. BE”, 3 
| e ſtate of the mind is an object that ſhould engage our 
ſerious attention; we ſhould be folicitougto know whether 
our ſeveral graces are duly exerciſed on their proper objects. 
Let us then ariſe and trim our lamps, be active and zealous 
for God and religion, ſhake off ſloth and felf-indulgence; 
time is ſhort, much is to be done, concerns of the greateſt - 
moment ſolicit our attention, and a final period will lon be 
put to all opportunities of an earthly nature; the judge 
ſtandeth at the door ready to give the ſignal of his appear- 
ance ; hear his majeſtic voice ! He announces his folemn ap- 
proach, ©* Behold I come quickly !” The moſt awful ſcenes 
will ere long be unfolded ; death, judgment, and eternity 
are before us; the great judge his radiant throne will ſoon 
aſcend, and the books will be opened ; the books in which 
our reſpective characters are regiſtered : Of what importance 
then is it that we, as individuals, put ſome fuch queſtions as 
theſe to ourſelves: Am I prepared to meet my . 
lord and judge? Is this judge my Savior? Has he choſen 
me, and have I choſen him? Am I intereſted in his righ- 
teouſneſs and atonemens ? Is my heart purified by the influ- 
ences of the divine ſpirit? Am I actuated by the noble and 
evangelical principles of the Goſpel? Am Pin ſuch a ſitu- 
ation as I would wiſh to be found in the concluding period 
of life? Can I, in anſwer to the Redeemer's declaration, 1 
come. quickly,” ſay, * Even ſo come, lord Jeſus ? Can I ſay 
— ſincerely and chearfully ? Theſe are ſerious, intereſting 
queſtions. yr 00s | | 2 

Conſider the nature of the privileges you enjoy; they are 
numerous and important ; too numerous, and too important 
to be paſſed over in ſilence, or buried in forgetfulneſs: Yes, 
the principles of honor, gratitude, religion, forbid it. You 
enjoy privileges that many of your reſpectable anceſtors la- 
mented the want of. Wt | : | 

Take a retroſpective view of paſt ages, when theſe lands 

of ours were overſpread with the awful gloom of popiſh ſu- 
perſtition and cruelty ; when it was conſidered as a crime of 
a very heinous nature for men to exerciſe thoſe intellectual 

faculties in ſearch of truth and righteouſneſs, which the great 
author of their beings gave them for that very purpoſe; 
when intereſted and — men took upon themſelves 
the government of conſcience, affirmed without proof, and 
required belief without conviction, and that upon pain of 
the heavieſt penalties, At 


1 


At the time of the reformation, the triumphs of ec- 


cleſiaſtical tyranny and violence were checked, tho religious 


liberty, after all, ſtood but upon a very narrow baſis. 


This, indeed, iss eaſily accounted for; the venerable re- 


formers themſelves were but juſt emerged from the very 


depth of popiſh darkneſs and ſuperſtition ; proteſtantiſm was 


then in its very infancy, and the principles of liberty were 
not ſufficiently conſidered, or properly inveſtigated ; tho 
it- muſt be acknowledged, that the reformation was an 
excellent work, ſo far as it went, and that very great things 
were done, all circumſtances conſidered. We have great 
reaſon to bleſs God that ſuch an event took place, as it 
was an introduction to ſtill greater things. | 

At the period of the ever memorable revolution, tyranny 
and arbitrary power were again very happily checked; re- 
ligious liberty received the royal patronage, was taken un- 
der the protection of the throne, the act of toleration was 
paſſed, and both ciyil and religious liberty ſecured by law, 
under that patron of liberty and law, king William the 
Third, whoſe name will always appear with peculiar bright- 
neſs in the Britiſh annals, ſo long as the love of liberty and 
religion ſhall prevail among us. = | 
 'Tho' many attempts have been ſince made to eradicate. 
religious liberty, yet bleſſed be God, they have been ren- 
dered abortive. The principles of liberty are better under- 
ſtood than ever, and we now behold worthy prelates, and 
ſome of the moſt reſpectable characters in the eſtabliſhed 
church, ſtanding forth publicly in defence of them. To 


their honor be it mentioned, for your comfort be it known. 


The embarraſſing conditions upon which the privileges of 
the toleration were long ſuſpended, are. now happily re- 
moved, ſo far as they related to a ſubſcription to human 
articles of faith, STY = 8 5 

You have, dear 


. 


WMe wiſh you to ſtudy well the principles upon which 
your conduct is formed. Too many act from no ſettled 
2 e plcincipleg 
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rinciples at all; but is ſuch a conduct rational or com- 
mendable? We preſume no ſenſible perſon will take upon 
him to vindicate it. It is almoſt unpardonable in proteſtant 
diſſenters to be ignorant of their principtes, gipecualy in ſuch 


an age as the preſent, in which the ſubject of liberty has 
been ſo thoroughly diſcuſſed, and ſo many excellent trea- 
tiſes written in defence of it. Avail yourſelves, then, of the 
beſt information in your power. Without ſtudying the na- 
ture of your religious principles, you will be but ill quali- 
fied to comply with the apoſtle's requeſt ; Be ready always 
to give a reaſon of the hope that is in you.” But alas! 
how many are there incapable of doing this, thro' their own 
negligence and inattention; and perhaps we ſhall find theſe 
very perſons exceedingly zealous and bigotted. This in- 
deed is accounted for without any great difficulty, igno- 
rance being the ſource of bigotry and ſuperſtition. 
Need we remind you that the grand and fundamental 
principles of proteſtantiſm and nonconformity are, the right 
of private judgment, liberty of conſcience, the ſufficiency of 
ſcripture, and an acknowledgment of the ſupreme authority 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is conſtituted the head of the 
church, and is the ſole legiſlator in it. We are to call no 
man maſter upon earth in religious matters, one being our 
maſter, even Chriſt, | | 
The great Redeemer is fo jealous of his honor, and ſo 
careful to maintain his own royal prerogative, and ſecure 
the privileges of his people, that he has taken care to guard 
againſt an arrogant invaſion of them, by eſtabliſhing it as a. 
perpetual law in his kingdom, or church, that no one that is 
called by his name ſhall claim a legiſlative authority in it. 
% Be not ye called Rabbi.” To have conſcience in ſub- 
jection to the authority of weak fallible men, is an intoler- 
able bondage indeed. It argues great pride and arrogance in 
frail men to attempt to frame laws that are deſigned to bind 
the conſcience, Were we to aſk ſuch by what authority they 
ſet up ſuch a claim, ſurely they could not have the effrontery 
to ſay that they derive it from Chriſt, It is the prerogative 
of Chriſt only to rule the conſciences of men ; and this muſt 
be attended to by all. that would wiſh to have right con- 
ceptions of the nature of moral and chriſtian liberty. | 
Endeavour then thoroughly to digeſt the good old princi- 
ples of the Revolution: They are noble, manly, rational, 
and ſcriptural: They will bear the moſt critical exami- 
nation, and will ſtand every objection that the hate = 
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for deſpotiſm and intolerance may exhibit againſt them. 
One would think that they only require to be underſtood, in 
order to gain the moſt cordial approbation. Indeed we ſee 


the more they are known, the better they are approved of. 


Permit us then to addreſs the charge to you that Mofes, on 


another occaſion, delivered to the children of Iſrael, ** Teach 


them diligently to thy children, and talk of them when thou 
fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeft up.“ : 


Having carefully examined, thoroughly digeſted, and 


cordially approved of the principles of genuine proteſtant- 

iſm, let it be your ſtudy and ambition to act conſiſtently with 
them. Avoid every thing in your conduct that is incom- 
patible with thoſe noble and rational principles. When 
we behold in ſome that would be thought zealous friends 
to the cauſe of proteſtantiſm, zeal without knowledge, arro- 
gance and cenſoriouſneſs, what a blemiſh this to their cha- 
rater? While you maintain your own right of private 
judgment and free enquiry, you cannot reaſonably wiſh to 


' abridge others of theſe privileges, who have an equal claim 


to them with yourſelves. Let your moderation then be 


known unto all men; but don't ſuffer your moderation to 


degenerate into indifference. Surely we may diſcover a 


_ ſpirit of genuine candor, in connexion with the firmeſt at- 


tachment to our own principles. We may certainly be 


. zealous for the truth, as it is in Jeſus, without being ill. 


matured or cenſorious. We are to ſpeak the truth boldly, 
and not ſhun or conceal our religious principles, in order to 
conciliate the eſteem of men. This is a mean and con- 
temptible conduct, and can never gain the approbation of wiſe 
and judicious perſons ; but then we are required to ſpeak 
the truth in love. We are to contend earneſtly for the faith 
once delivered to the ſaints; but this contention muſt be 


regulated by the ſpirit of the goſpel ; not carried on by in- 


vective, or reproachful terms. A bad cauſe may indeed re- 
quire invective and reproach to ſupport it, but will any 
chriſtian ſay that the cauſe of Chriſt does? We hope better 

things; hope that all chriſtians underſtand the nature of 


religion too well, to ſuggeſt any thing like it. 


et it be your concern, to cultivate brotherly love and 


chriſtian friendſhip ; remember that love is an eſſential cri- 


terion of diſcipleſhip to Chriſt ; it is eſſential to the very 
being of a chriſtian. A perſon may poſſeſs many very ſhin- 


ing talents, have an extenſive acquaintance with?men and 


things, 
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. things, diſcover great zeal for religion, and talk with angelie 


eloquence upon the ſublime doctrines of the goſpel; but, if 


he has no love, he has no true religion; he can have none, 


for religion cannot exift without love; and however high 
ſuch a perſon may ſtand in his own opinion, or in the 


opinion of others, he is nothing in the ſight of a holy and 


righteous God, Where there is true love to Chriſt, it will 
be evinced by obedience to his commands; and this is his 
command, that we love one another.“ So important is 
this duty, that Chriſt calls it his new commandment ; it is 
called new, becauſe more clearly explained under the goſpel 
diſpenſation, and enforced with new motives and argu- 
ments, and with a new example, even the bright and il- 
luſtrious example of the Son of God himſelf. hile we 
profeſs to depend upon the perfect righteouſneſs and com- 
plete atonement of Chriſt, in the great article of divine ac- 
ceptance, we are laid under the ſtrongeſt obligations to copy 
his excellent example: I have, ſays he to his diſciples, 

iven you an example. And St. Peter tells us, that Chriſt 
ſefr us an example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps. And 
O ! what a ſhining example did the Redeemer ſet his fol- 
lowers with reſpect to the exerciſe of love! In him we 
behold the moſt pure, diſintereſted love and benevolence, 
and diſplayed in the moſt ſtriking manner imaginable. 

Let us ſeriouſly reflect upon the aſtoniſhing diſplays of the 
Savior'slove to men; to ſinful and rebellious men; let us con- 
template him in his original dignity and pre- exiſtent glory, 
bearing the form of God, dwelling in the boſom of the Father, 
and adored by all the orders of angelic nature; let us conſider 
him in the fullneſs of time, ſtooping from his radiant throne, 
and taking upon him the humble form of a ſervant; let us re- 
flect upon the various circumſtances of his incarnation; let 
us trace him through the various ſcenes of human life, and 
attend him to mount Calvary; there behold him nailed to the 
accurſed tree, groaning, bleeding, dying; and all theſe awful 
circumſtances were the effects of the Redeemer's love to ſin- 
ners. Letus pauſe awhile:—That hewho was the brightneſs 


of the Father's glory, that he who poſſeſſed every divine per- 


feQion, that this infinitely glorious being ſhould become 
incarnate, obey, ſuffer, and die, to make reconciliation for 
our ſins, this was love truly divine, and great beyond con- 
ception ; this is the wonder of angels, and the ſong of ſaints. 
St. Paul, after employing much ſtudy upon the ſubject, and 
writing copiouſly upon it, pronounces concerning it, _ 
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paſlcth knowledge. - What an argument then is this for love 
among chriſtians ! Our love is not to be confined within 


the image of Chriſt, of 


* - 


the nau limits of N extended to all that bear 

| whatever denomination. Put on 
charity, ſays the apoſtle; let it be worn as an upper garment, 
and be the moſt obvious piece of your cloathing. Guard 
againſt anger, wrath, . malice, &c. conſider how contrary 
theſe are to the genius of the goſpel; be kind, tender 
hearted and forgiving ; let thoſe that are in proper circum- 


ſtances inſtruct the ignorant, feed the hungry, cloath the 
naked, comfort the feeble minded, n with the 


afflicted, judge for the fatherleſs, and plead the widow's 
cauſe ; bear ye one anothers burdens. Ve are brethren, 
Watch over each other in love; pray with and for one 


Another; converſe frequently together upon the great — 1 


of the kingdom; let your ſpecch be with grace ſeaſon 
with ſalt; and let it be your grand concern to demonſtrate, 
by a regular and uniform deportment in life, that you be- 


long to Jeſus. Remember, that to be a real chriſtian is 


to be like Chriſt; it is a conformity to his image; we 
ſhould therefore ſet Chriſt always before us as our pattern, 
and be vigorouſly preſſing towards this mark. Conſider 
the. many virtues and graces that adorned the Redeemer's 


character; how lovely and amiable the whole of his de- 


portment ! Would to God that all who profeſs the 
chriſtian religion were in their meaſure like unto their head. 
Let it be the height of your ambition, dear brethren, to be 
like unto Chriſt; by this mean you will demonſtrate. the 
reality of your connection with him, which is the moſt 
honourable and advantageous connexion that can be 


formed; you will adorn your profeſſion, recommend re- 


ligion, advance the Redeemer's glory, and put to ſilence the 
Ignorance of fooliſh men. | 


We have great reaſon to lament, on account of the pre- 


ſent melancholy fituation of our public aftairs. We ſeem 
to be in very critical and awful circumſtances indeed ; the 
moſt affecting and diſtreſſing ſcenes lie before us. Would 
to God we were but more ſuitably affected with theſe ca- 
Jamitous circumſtances ! Let us trace every evil to its 


oper ſource: Sin is the procuring cauſe of every calamity. 
et us attend to the exhortation of the prophet ; and try our 


Ways, and turn unto. the Lord, It is a Now happineſs'to 
l 


have a God to turn unto, The Lord ſt 


| reigneth ; this 
is the 


good man's conſolation, Is Lard ſitteth between 
| . r 1 . * the 


£ 
e 
1 
F 
80 
b 
e 
E 
ſe 
0 
n 
* 
e. 


E 


(=) 


che cherdbims, tho“ the earth. be moved; us 


* | 


events take place here below, it will certainly be Well with _ 


the righteous ; therefore let the children of Sion be joyful 


in their King; and ſay Alleluia! for the Lord God omni- 


potent reigneth. - | | 
And now, Brethren, we commend you to the Lord, and 


to the word of his grace; and may it be our happineſs to 
be training up, under the divine influence, for the noble and 
exalted ſervices of the throne above, that when our —_— 


connexions are diſſolved, and a final period put to 
ſocial meetings here below, we may be admitted to join the 
General Aﬀembly and Church of the Firſt-born, whole 


names are written in heaven, and participate that happineſs | 
which is to be enjoyed at God's right hand, for ever and 


ever. 


Signed, (on Behalf of the whole Aſſembly) by e 


Moderator, Hi 


— 


WILLIAM DORE, 


< 
— _ — . T —_ — ”— * _- — 
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+PVESDAY evening, according to appointment, the Mi. 
niſters and Meſſengers met together, and after ſome 


time ſpent in prayer, Brother Not was choſen Moderator: 
the letters from the ſeveral churches .were read, and their 


contents conſidered. The melancholy tate of public affairs. 
was taken notice of in ſeveral letters, and days of faſting and 
prayer recommended, as highly neceſſary at the preſent 


alarming criſis. This opportunity was cloſed by prayer. 
The next morning, at ſix o'clock, we met again, and 


after ſpending ſome time in prayer, the Moderator produced 
the Circular Letter, which was then read, and the meeting 


cloſed by prayer. 
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| r thi, the 1 8 'wis e * 
: _ Hogg ind prayer; by Brother Wi1LKins ; Brother E BUr¹t 
 TERWORTH preached from, 2 Cor. iii. 18. But e. . 
with open face beholding, as in a-glabs, the glojy of the 
"Id are changed into the ſame-i image from glory to glory, 
as by the ſpirit of the Lord.“ Brother B. F Adel 
2 28 Shes. PornTiNG- preached from Rev. i. 5,6. 
% Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
© Goda and! iv Father, to bim be glory and:dominion for ever 
_ and ever.“ Brother Hir TER concluded by prayer. Meet- 


. ing again in the evening, half after ſix, Brother SINN. 


prayed: Brother STEPHENS preached from Luke xiii, 29. 
And they ſhall come from che eaſt, and from the weſt, and 
from the north, and from the ſouth, and ſhall-ſit NN in 
the kingdom of God ;” and cloſed” the ſolemnities ol the 


. _Aﬀlociation by prayer. 8 . 
55 he, Preſent STATE of the -CHURCHES, 
Added this Ver. 5 Loſt by TON 


885 „ 38 Deb * 


- O27 Thor 7 5.5 . 
N Dilmifon— 1 | 


2 | Tal bert. hi non Ig. GS 
As our 1 80 at Cirenceſter have been at a very con · 
 Gderable expence'in enlarging their place of worſhip, and to 

' Leer which are obliged: to ſplicit the: aſſiſtance of their 
charitable and well dif oled friends; we unanimouſly recom- 

9 hog caſe. as Highly, N of encoliregeniont. WAY 
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X belt Aloe: tion to be at Worceſter, Tueſday and, 

Welty n the hitſun- Week. Brother BzpDoME and 
Brother RE. to, teach; in caſe of fallure, Brother 
Thong. = ut up at tie 1 Fe 
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